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WASHINGTON -- The House of Representatives last night passed reauthorization                of the Building Efficient Surface Transportation Equity Act (BESTEA),                the highway funding legislation for the states for the next six                years. The bill now moves to a conference committee so that its                differences with the Senate bill (ISTEA II) can be worked out.              

"This bill ensures that Massachusetts -- particularly western and                central Massachusetts -- will continue to receive its fair share                of federal highway dollars," Olver said. "Our roads, bridges, bikepaths,                and highways deserve fair and equitable treatment."              

"Throughout the First District, there are many projects in need                of BESTEA funding," Olver said. "As this bill continues to move                forward, I will fight to keep western and central Massachusetts                projects in the final version that is ultimately signed by the President."              

"As the Central Artery enters into the costly construction stage,                we cannot allow the so-called "Big Dig" to gobble up all of our                federal highway funding," Olver said. "This bill contains funding                specifically earmarked for projects in western and central Massachusetts."              

Under the agreement, Massachusetts is expected to receive $591                million in federal highway dollars between now and March. Final                passage of the House and Senate bill (BESTEA-ISTEA II) is expected                early this summer.              

The current Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA)                law expires May 1, 1998.             
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